SAVING SOCIAL STUDIES: ELT Schools Explore New Terrain to Teach History and Civics

In the summer of 2008 the Boston Museum, in collaboration with Massachusetts 2020, Facing History & Ourselves and
a consortium of cultural institutions and historic sites, built a professional development institute around a series of historic
encounters between the peoples of Massachusetts Bay. The goal was to give teachers from Expanded Learning Time
schools an opportunity to experience the shared histories of various ethnic and cultural groups in the region, and to think
together about new ways to teach social studies, history and civics with additional time and interdisciplinary techniques.
The institute culminated with strategy sessions designed to help teachers use institute content in the ELT context, as well
as integrate the lessons of local history in their culturally diverse classrooms. The institute schedule was as follows:
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